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lexy 
 Reply07/12/2011 

great dog ettiquet. I have trained Gwynn with a decent distance sit, so that, even though he 
might not always be willing to come back to me if he’s between me and another off-leash (or 
on-leash) dog, he will sit and wait for me to get up to him and leash him (if the other dog is on-
leash). I definitely agree that no dog should be off-leash meeting an on-leash dog. 

In my area, the law is on-leash at all times, but, obviously, people disregard that a lot of the 
time. In an empty or near-empty park, it seems silly to not let a well-behaved dog run around 
a bit. Because of the laws in my area, though, I feel it’s safe to assume that if your dog is off-
leash, it can safely interact with other dogs off-leash (with exceptions like senior dogs, etc.). 

The only thing I’d add is this – if you come into an area where there’s an off-leash dog, and 
you’re planning on letting your dog loose – make sure the other person is aware of you, 
aware that you plan to release your pooch, and comfortable with that. 
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Janet Finlay 
 Reply07/12/2011 

Good point about entering a park – like that. Thanks for your suggestions. 
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Antoinette Andriese 
 Reply09/12/2011 



I would like to add that the positive behaviour of our dogs should be based on the fact & 
feeling that it is always rewarding and pleasant to return to his human, despite other 
attractions. Then frequently walking (with tasty treats in the pocket) our six legs is a joy 
forever. 
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Janet Finlay 
 Reply09/12/2011 

Couldn’t agree more Antoinette – making it rewarding and exciting to be with us – rather than race across 
to every dog about – is definitely the way to go. Thanks for contributing. 
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Tina T 
 Reply17/12/2011 

I love these posts! 

One thing that I think is important – which my dogs both need to work on – is good doggie 
manners – the human should always be in control of the situation, but the dog also needs to 
recognize when another dog wants to be left alone. 

I’m not sure how you teach this, other than lots of socialization and allowing younger dogs to 
play near DINOS (with the DINOS permission), and when they interact, make sure you pull 
the student-dog back before he can cause trouble. Following Antoinette’s addition – the 
student dog should find it more rewarding to return to the human than to pester the DINOS. 

I always stand up for the DINOS that posture and/or snap (non-contact) at my dog to make 
him back off – and reward my dog for returning to me and moving on. And that’s at a 
designated off-leash dog park where you do like to assume most dogs are well socialized. 
The park we go to is large, so there should be space for DINOS to enjoy it, too! 
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Janet Finlay 
 Reply18/12/2011 

Great points Tina. Teaching manners – I guess teaching slow approaches, calming signals and polite 
approaches (sniffing hindquarters etc) would be useful places to start – though would need to work with 
dogs that aren’t DINOS for training. Can also be useful skills for DINOS to learn. Click to Calm by Emma 
Parsons covers a lot of this. 

Like what you say about standing up for the DINOS – absolutely! So sad when an owner punishes a 
DINOS for swearing at a dog that intrudes on its space – so important to remind people that they have the 
right to defend their personal space! 

Thanks for your comments. 
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edith chase 
 Reply17/12/2011 

I find a meet and greet of on leash dogs that lasts about 30 seconds is plenty of time. Then 
you need to call your dog to you try not to pull them as it creates anxiety. A lot of dogs 
become DINOS when sniffed too long or held on a tight leash. All the comments have 
excellent points and it is an excellent article. 
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Janet Finlay 
 Reply18/12/2011 

Good point Edith – even if dogs are up for meeting, making it quick and then getting them refocusing them 
on you is far better than it letting it get complicated, leads getting tangled and it all becoming tense. Thanks 

for contributing!  
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Stuart 
 Reply23/12/2011 

Great article, I am training mine now to not approach other dogs, unless I say it’s ok and have 
permission from the other dogs owners, I am also working on a good sit, Stay or Down, Stay 
from a distance so they won’t move until I say it’s ok – great fund teaching it too, as well as 
being important! 

I come across dogs running up to me and mine all the time, mine are not perfect but getting 
there with them. Just the other day had a not very friendly dog come up to mine, I had to react 
quickly to stop a bite / fight. 
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Janet Finlay 
 Reply23/12/2011 

Thanks Stuart – you sound like someone any DINOS would like to come across on walks! Agree about the 
distance stay – another really useful tool to add to the list. Good luck with your training. 
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Claire 
 Reply24/02/2016 

I had a horrible time yesterday (my birthday, which made it worse) with a woman whose two 
collies were backing me and my reactive-at-close-quarters boy into a corner (I’d moved off the 
path to give my boy plenty of space but they still approached). She half-heartedly called them 
when I politely asked her to, then when the dogs kept coming and I asked again several times 
she said ‘I am calling but they won’t come’. I tried to explain that my boy was scared of other 



dogs approaching him and after telling me that they were nice friendly dogs who just wanted 
to say hello (to which I again explained that my boy was scared of that) she then told me that 
if my dog was scared of other dogs he shouldn’t be walked in a place where there are other 
dogs. And that I was making him nervous. I’m afraid that people like that will never 
understand how hard we work to keep our reactive dogs comfortable and safe and how good 
my boy was being in that situation. And how horribly upset I was afterwards. Walks can be 
very stressful with a reactive dog when you meet people like that. They believe that it’s our 
fault and our dogs’ fault for not being ‘friendly’ and nothing is going to change their minds. 
Unless they end up with a dog who has problems themselves. But I suspect that if they did 
they wouldn’t stick around to work with that dog. 
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Janet Finlay 
 Reply11/03/2016 

So sorry you had that experience Claire. Yes there will always be people who have no understanding of 
what it is like to have a dog who can be reactive and not enough imagination to empathise! But you know 
what? I suspect that her response to you was more about deflecting attention away from the fact that she 
couldn’t recall her dogs. Anyone who can recall their dogs, will do so when asked and there is rarely any 
issue. It is, more often than not, the people like this woman who clearly can’t, who then turn round and 
blame you. The reason they do that is that they are exposed, they are embarrassed and they can’t accept 
the blame is theirs so they try to pass it on to you. They don’t really believe it is your fault – but the 
alternative is to admit that it is theirs – and they are not able to do that. 

You may never be able to change people like this – but you don’t have to accept the blame they try to put 
on you. You KNOW you are doing right by your boy – and you KNOW it is not your fault. Be proud that you 
understand what your boy needs. 
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