
56 thoughts on “Just bad owners…?” 

1. Gwen says: 

13/05/2012 at 15:43 Edit 

Great post Janet 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

13/05/2012 at 16:05 Edit 

Thanks Gwen. It is something I feel strongly about, both for the people I 
work with, and from my own experiences of living with challenging dogs. 

Reply 

2. Angela says: 

13/05/2012 at 16:50 Edit 

Great post, Janet. I know the “no bad dogs, just bad owners” message is often used 
with good intention, but sometimes there are problems. There’s a huge difference 
between an irresponsible owner who shouldn’t be allowed near any dog and one who 
tries their absolute best, but faces challenges. 

Angela 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

13/05/2012 at 16:55 Edit 

I agree Angela – and it is the latter who feel the “bad owner” comments 
most deeply in my experience. It is just too simplistic to be helpful really. 
Thanks for your comment. 

Reply 



3. Susan S says: 

14/05/2012 at 13:17 Edit 

Thanks for this. I have a rescue dog, formerly abused and terrified of most things, to 
the point of aggression. We’ve worked long and hard, and he’s a thousand times 
improved from when I got him, but sometimes when we have an “episode,” I feel 
ashamed like I’m not doing enough to help my dog. But I am. It’s hard for us to keep 
that in mind when we see all these “normal” dogs and their owners “tsk tsking” us, 
but really, you have to push them out of your mind and focus on YOUR dog, not on 
those “normal” dogs, and certainly not on their owners. We do what we can, and love 
our dogs for who they are. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 14:52 Edit 

You *are* doing enough and your dog is lucky to have you. 

Reply 

o Becky says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:05 Edit 

I’m in the same position Susan, and have massive confidence crises 
whenever anything goes wrong. Like yours, my dog has improved so much 
but it’s tough when we or they make mistakes. Learn from the mishaps and 
enjoy your successes! 

Reply 

§ Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:15 Edit 

Good advice Becky! Never forget how far you’ve come. 

Reply 



4. Emma says: 

14/05/2012 at 13:29 Edit 

I really needed to read this post. We have 2 young german shepherds. One and Two, 
same parents, judt different litters. The oldest is extremely challenging with anxious 
behaviors. The youngest, born without eardrums and a crossed eye is also challenging 
but in different ways. I have heard that saying in several settings, and like “Joan” have 
always taken it to heart even though I know better. Thank you so much for posting 
this. It made my day better. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 14:54 Edit 

It is hard not to feel it whatever your head says, isn’t it? So glad to give you 
a boost – you have your hands full by the sound of it and should give 
yourself a big cheer for all you do for your guys. 

Reply 

5. Emma says: 

14/05/2012 at 13:29 Edit 

BTW One and Two are not their names, they are 2 years old and one year old. lol 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 14:55 Edit 

LOL 

Reply 

6. Beth says: 

14/05/2012 at 13:51 Edit 



We’ve had 3 “not normal” dogs and have never felt responsible for their behavior – 
only frustration at the well-intended but misguided comments we received. “That dog 
wasn’t socialized enough.” “You need to smack that dog.” “Get a prong collar.” Our 
beloved Wrangler was euthanized after he became progressively worse and 
dangerously aggressive. (The vet said it was probably neurological). Rico was 
returned to the shelter after he attacked me (we weren’t experienced enough to train 
away his dominant behavior). Buttercup went to live with a young, energetic, patient 
couple where he could be an “only dog” and had plenty of room to run. Our Rubi isn’t 
normal, either. Her behavior can be annoying, but it’s not dangerous. She’s a keeper. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:00 Edit 

Oh yes – the well meaning advice. Most of it would make things 10 times 
worse but still they pass it on – usually they have seen it on TV and it works 
wonders in 30 minutes! I too have had to euthanise a much loved dog due to 
dangerous aggression (also with a medical cause) – it was more than 10 
years ago and I still weep for that dog. Sadly people are quick to judge that 
too. But at the end of the day you do the best you can, with what you know 
and with the help available at that moment. Thanks for commenting. 

Reply 

7. Sarah says: 

14/05/2012 at 13:54 Edit 

Excellent post. My Rupert Bear was a rescue dog who came to me with serious 
behavioural issues and I heard that saying so many times from people who, quite 
frankly, didn’t have a clue what I went through with him or just how far he’d come. It 
really does make you feel like sh*t to be told that it’s all your fault your dog is 
behaving the way he is. Especially when it comes from those who should know better. 
Rupert wasn’t a bad dog, he just had problems. But at the same time that doesn’t 
make me a bad owner like so many people implied. 

Reply 



o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:07 Edit 

You are so right – he wasn’t bad and nor are you. He did what worked for 
him to cope – and it sounds like you helped him loads. You make an 
important point about the distance he’d come – sometimes they never 
completely recover – but keeping sight of how far you have both travelled 
can really help when things feel negative. Thanks for your comment. 

Reply 

8. Carly says: 

14/05/2012 at 13:55 Edit 

It is difficult to be the one with the fear reactive dog in a world of seemingly perfect 
dogs. I sometimes feel my dog and I are stranded on a desert island and no one cares. 
It is so hard when people are not supportive. When all efforts (classes/behaviorist) to 
try to help your dog are viewed by others as a waste of time and money because the 
dog is still not competing like theirs, is frustrating. My dog is fear reactive to other 
dogs and I have chosen to go very low to alleviate as much stress as I can. It is a one 
day at a time journey. I wish people could just understand! 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:14 Edit 

A day at a time is the best way to deal with it. I too have a fear reactive dog 
and I do the same. She has made huge progress from when she arrived (as I 
sometimes have to keep reminding myself!) but she still can’t cope with 
active or in your face dogs. Alleviating stress is a great goal – and one 
which shows that you put her needs first. Good for you. 

Reply 

9. Cat says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:45 Edit 



Thank you so much for this. I am that person who struggles with an 85lb 
mastiff/ridgeback (we think) mix when out walking past other dogs. Our particular 
nemesis are the little mini-dogs who all seem to grunt and strain at the end of their 
leash when they see us coming. It’s always those owners who tsk tsk at us as well, 
and they never seem to realize that their little dog is just as bad as mine but mine 
weighs way more than theirs. I used to have massive feelings of guilt/embarrassment 
when it happened but am slowly getting past it and now I’m able to just focus on my 
girl, trying to calm her and just get her past the situation. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:56 Edit 

Absolutely right – reactivity comes in all sizes and just because a dog isn’t 
big enough to make their owner struggle doesn’t mean it is happy or coping 
with the situation. A shame those owners don’t see that. So good to hear 
you’re able to put the digs aside though and concentrate on your girl – that 
is exactly what we all need to do. Thanks for your comment. 

Reply 

10. Cat says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:46 Edit 

Oh and my “favorite” piece of advice from well meaning “experts” is – “You gotta 
get a shock collar on that dog!” Um, no thanks. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 15:56 Edit 

Oh yes – or the prong collar. Um – no. 

Reply 

11. Cinder Wilkinson-Kenner says: 



14/05/2012 at 16:39 Edit 

Thanks for this post! I’m a professional dog trainer, I work with aggression cases, 
reactivity, and dogs who have impulse control issues, as well as “normal” dogs. I 
worked as a behavior evaluator for the MO 500 Pit bull rescue. I adopted a pup from 
the rescue. She was my Karen Pryor Academy training partner dog, and a great dog. 
However, she was well-bred from a fighting dog standpoint. She was a resource 
guarder from her very first puppy evaluations at a few weeks old, it got progressively 
worse, despite the implementation of the best known protocols available, and by the 
time she reached social maturity, she would guard practically anything, including the 
opening of the refrigerator, and attack any dog within view. If there was nothing she 
regarded as a valuable resource, she would play nicely with other dogs, but if a 
resource was involved, she would fight and never give up. After several attempts at 
killing our older dog, I chose to euthanize her. It was heartbreaking, but I know that I 
did what I could for her, the best I could, and that her genetic makeup was too much 
for my behavior modification efforts. Wow, did I feel judged by many people after 
that! It’s hard to take a walk in another dog owners’ shoes, but I think everyone needs 
to try it, at least in his or her imagination. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

14/05/2012 at 17:53 Edit 

So sorry to hear about your dog Cinder – it is heartbreaking I know but 
sometimes all we can do for them is to let them go peacefully and with 
dignity. Agree about walking in other people’s shoes – so easy for people to 
judge without knowing all the facts or the effort that has been made. As if 
euthanising the dog you love is ever an easy option. 

Reply 

12. Maggie says: 

14/05/2012 at 19:05 Edit 

I have 2 rescues… Dusty is a very large (100lb+) strong border collie mix (yes BC-X) 
and Pearl is a medium/large shepherd-X who has had all her good manners ruined by 
her brother… 
My issue is that they become very excited when they see other dogs or people or the 
park or… darned near anything. It’s not aggression it’s excitement – they want to play 



with everyone. 
I have received dirty looks, negative comments etc.. I am starting “formal” training 
with Dusty (should have done it long ago) Wednesday…. I am so tired of being told 
thei are leash aggressive. 
Thank you for your posting. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:04 Edit 

All the best with your training Maggie – I’m sure that will help your guys 
build up a bit more self control in the face of all those exciting things (and 

let’s face it they are pretty exciting for dogs!  ). You know 
your two best – keep that in mind when people say what they say. Thanks 
for your comment. 

Reply 

13. Shelley says: 

14/05/2012 at 19:18 Edit 

I have a very challenging beagle/heeler mix–looks like a cute li’l beagle on the 
outside but is all control-freak heeler in his head! It’s been 7 years of evolution, both 
his and mine. One of the things I had to abandon early was all concern about what 
other people thought of us. I was trying my best–lord knows it wasn’t always the right 
thing, but done with the best intentions–and no one else knew what I was going 
through. He has taught me so much about dog behavior, and I’m so grateful to him for 
that. Maya Angelou’s quote stays in my head: “We do what we know, and when we 
know better, we do better.” 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:16 Edit 



What a fantastic quote – that sums it up perfectly – thanks for sharing it. 
The difficult ones are our best teachers for sure and we can all only do our 
best where we are and strive to learn more. 

Reply 

14. k9diabetes says: 

14/05/2012 at 19:50 Edit 

“It’s noone’s fault. It’s just 
behaviour that works for him 
right now – let’s help him find 
a better way.” I reply. 

That’s lovely – and so true. Our reactive dog was just trying to protect himself. He 
has no desire to harm anyone or anything (except maybe squirrels… ). Your first 
reactive dog changes your entire world view. 

Reply 

o Megan Cahill says: 

14/05/2012 at 22:01 Edit 

Sooo true! Our dog is our first reactive dog, and forever after him, I’ll never 
judge a person or a dog with issues. Our guy is just scarred too. He even 
caught a stray chihuahua (my guys a pit bull) that had wondered into our 
yard under the gate- he caught him and was making loud crazy sounds- but 
didn’t actually harm a hair on his little head! 

Reply 

§ Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:22 Edit 

That made me smile! 90% of the dogs I see are acting out of fear 
– most just want the scary stuff to leave them alone – they don’t 
want to hurt anyone. Your boy sounds like a honey. 

Reply 



o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:19 Edit 

Don’t they just? Most critics have only ever lived with easy dogs – so they 
genuinely don’t realise the challenges of a fearful or reactive one – until 
they find themselves with one. 

Reply 

15. Jan Hinkley says: 

14/05/2012 at 20:09 Edit 

I just read your article and would like to offer this view to those with difficult dogs. 
Years ago I adopted a puppy with severe fear issues of other dogs. I worked long and 
hard with her and soon she was playing like any other puppy and but was submissive 
to other dogs. Then while walking she got jumped by a dog that lept out of a parked 
truck, set her back but she overcame it. Then again while out walking another off 
leash dog rushed her and pinned her down, took longer to get her back to normal and 
she remained a uncomfortable when strange dogs approached her but still loved the 
dogs she knew. Then at agility one night a dog that was standing on the side lines 
having just finished the run raced over and attacked her as she was coming out of a 
tunnel. After that aggression became her way of dealing with strange dogs and she 
became very reactive. ( but if it was a dog she knew it was all fun and games)She was 
not an easy dog but I worked with her and saw a vet with a PHD in Behavior. we 
could never get her 100% past that reactive/aggressive issue. ( we did not try drugs as 
I am not for druggging a dog as all drugs have bad health effects and this vet saw she 
was in no danger of loosing her home) I still took her to agility and many other dog 
events and she had a great life. Maybe because all the time I did put into her she 
became my once in a life time dog as she really was a great dog, border collie cattle 
dog mix so you can imagine how smart she was. I had her 14.5 yrs and if people made 
rude comments about how there are no bad dogs only bad owners I knew they were 
wrong. I knew without a doubt that with most other owners she would have been 
dumped at a shelter or stuck in a back yard but because of me she had a life any dog 
would have wanted. People always say they plan to come back as one of my dogs so 
humm bad owner?? I think not as I know I am one of the good owners. Bad dog..not 
really as despite some bad behavior she was really a good dog and followed 
commands and was loving to people and dogs she knew so no she was no more a bad 



dog then I was a bad owner. I saw her reactiveness as just an issue as everyone has 
some sort of issue and that does not make them bad so why should that make her bad? 

A part of me wishes that everydog owner would have to deal with such a dog as 
because of her I now understand dog behavior so much better then I ever would have 
just owning easy dogs. And I am a better owner because of it. Would I do it again if I 
knew what I now do? yes as I said it was a great experience for me and she was a dog 
that will never be forgotten as she was my once in a life time dog. RIP my sweet Jazz. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:29 Edit 

Thanks for sharing about Jazz – she sounds remarkable. And well done you 
for persevering and giving her that great life. You sound like a great owner 
to me – and she sounds like a great dog. And you are so right – having an 
issue doesn’t make anyone “bad”! 

Reply 

16. Megan Cahill says: 

14/05/2012 at 21:57 Edit 

Ugh- I always feel like I’m so judged by other people in the dog community. I’m 
already embarrassed enough that I have a dog I can barely walk, and I have to go 
through the explanation of how I tried a million things, and I can’t break through his 
rage. I’m not a trainer, behaviorist, vet. I just got this dog, and he’s the most 
challenging dog I’ve ever met, and I’m trying to deal with it! Give me a break, 
already! 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:34 Edit 

Oh Megan – I feel sometimes feel that way – and I am a trainer! Your dog 
is lucky to have you – someone who is willing to do so much for him. 



Noone else knows the full story so don’t let them make you feel bad. Just 
take each step and be kind to yourself too. Thanks for commenting. 

Reply 

17. Vanessa says: 

14/05/2012 at 23:41 Edit 

As a dog walking professional I wholeheartedly agree with your statement: 

For me, the act of picking up the phone and asking for help is enough to demonstrate 
this is not a bad owner, no matter how misguided previous attempts to resolve the 
problem may be. 

There are no bad dogs, only bad owners should have an asterisk or disclaimer that it 
only applies to those who refuse to acknowledge that they may need assistance. I’ve 
met plenty of great owners with “not so great dogs” … it isn’t their fault they have 
tried and that makes them a great owner. They asked for help. 

Sometimes tho’ there is only so much we all can do because as you mentioned there 
are just so many factors that go into why a dog behaves the way it does. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:37 Edit 

Thanks Vanessa – especially for the reminder that sometimes we can’t 
completely resolve issues. There are no magic wands – there are lots of 
things we can do but ultimately we just have to keep working at them and 
see where we get to. 

Reply 

18. Ada Simms says: 

15/05/2012 at 01:53 Edit 

This was one awesome article. Thank you for sharing it. I also had a dog reactive 
Golden Ret and he became that way because of me. I used force methods. He couldn’t 



even see another dog without freaking out. I did seek professional help and retrained, 
crossed over, to clicker training and studying learning theory. I absolutely loved my 
dog and being uneducated about dog training, I followed the “experts”. This is what 
provoked me to be a trainer. I didn’t want anyone to go through what I went through, 
so my business is dedicated to training puppies starting at 8 weeks. My Golden now 
10year old had a fabulous career in agility, obedience and rally, and a therapy dog. I 
didn’t listen to the trainers that said he would be NOTHING. Can he go to the dog 
park? NO, does he snark when dogs run up to his face YES. Can people come over 
my house with unfamiliar dogs NO. So what! It is important to have reasonable 
expectations and ask the dog? How is it for you? As he got older he became very 
nervous at shows with so many dogs. I ended our showing career when we were 
dancing as partners. You see, I asked my dog. Was it more important to keep winning 
or was it more important to listen to my dog. You know what I chose I am sure. 
If your parent you have all these great expectations for your children and what they 
should be. Instead of asking them, what makes you happy and where would your 
journey bring you. Ultimately we could be disappointed they didn’t become the dr, or 
the olympic gymnast, but really all we wanted was then to be happy and comfortable 
with their life. That is what we want for our dogs also. 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:46 Edit 

Thank you for an awesome comment – and for your honesty. I so agree with 
you about expectations – often they are for us not for the dog. I would love 
my lurcher to be able to run and play with unfamiliar dogs – but I don’t 
think for a moment she wants to and therefore why should she have to? If it 
is a dog she can’t avoid spending time with then she can get to know it 
gradually and then she likes it. But otherwise? Who made the rule that all 
dogs should like all other dogs? 

Reply 

19. Julie Murrell says: 

15/05/2012 at 02:29 Edit 

What a wonderful article, that all too familiar lump in my throat appeared and a tear 
in my eye as I read this article and the comments below. I was very green with my 



first and second dogs, both mixed bull breeds. Both reactive, one mildly, the other 
fiercely reactive. I didnt know what hit me, just the fear and stress and dispear. To 
have a trainer take us under his wing was for less of a better word – heaven sent. It 
gave me hope and a motivation that drove me from then on. The night I saw my god 
charge at two young children, I gave up the fight. I knew in my heart this dog was 
capable of great harm and I knew I didnt have the skills to stop her. I will forever be 
greatful for this trainers help, time and consideration towards us. I felt I had let both 
him and my dog down when I had my dog destroyed. Its a feeling I will live with 
forever and is never far from my mind. I now have an incredibly friendly dog and he 
has personality has mellowed my mildly reactive dog, we are a happy settled family. 
Thanks for posting your article. I will be one of those people when I come across a 
reactive or challenging dog, will smile and wish you well, or stop and chat about 
…things 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 08:56 Edit 

Thank you Julie for commenting. I too have had to have a dog put down for 
aggression that I felt we could not manage safely. I decided that all I could 
do was ensure he had safety, dignity and love at the end rather than risk him 
damaging someone outside the family and have it taken out of my hands. It 
was one of the hardest things I have ever done and I too feel guilt and pain 
over it still more than 10 years on. He changed my life, set me on the road 
to becoming a TTouch practitioner and trainer, and challenged so much I 
thought I knew about myself. Enjoy your lovely dogs – and be kind to 
yourself about your girl. 

Reply 

20. Rachael Greenland says: 

15/05/2012 at 10:39 Edit 

I’m so glad you wrote this Janet. All to often I see the phrase about bad owners and I 
hate it – with a vengeance. There’s enough judgement in this world without people 
unqualified to comment passing judgement and isolating people with dogs who find 
every day a challenge further, compounding the problem. I had the delightful 
experience of a jogger apologising to me this morning, all because Meg had barked at 



her! She was apologising for startling Meg – I could have hugged her, but I limited 
myself to a big grin a a “thank you”. 

We judge ourselves harshly enough without others piling it on too. Articles like this 
help to spread the word and create a degree of understanding. Thank you! 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 15:20 Edit 

How lovely Rachael that she did that :). Thanks for sharing. 

Reply 

21. Pam Shaw says: 

15/05/2012 at 12:55 Edit 

Dear Janet, how I wish people would just try to understand rather than condemn. I 
always tell my clients, give yourself the credit for recognising you needed help and 
did something about it. There are no bad dogs, only owners who require support and 
guidance. My thoughts have always been until you have walked a mile in another 
mans shoes….you cannot judge them. Well written article, well done. Pam Shaw 
Canine Consultant 

Reply 

o Janet Finlay says: 

15/05/2012 at 15:21 Edit 

Thanks Pam. Glad you liked it.  

Reply 

22. Susan McKeon says: 



15/05/2012 at 15:55 Edit 

What a great article, Janet. 7 years ago, I thought I was a bad owner & that the 
behaviour of my rescue dog – Mina – was my fault. Fast forward 7 years and oh, what 
a journey me and Mina have had. Yes, we’ve made mistakes along the way but they 
were mistakes made with the best of intentions – the belief that I was helping my dog. 
The problems I had with Mina spurred me to find out more about dog behaviour and 
understand the reasons why dogs behave the way they do and what we can do to help 
them. I’m now part-way through a degree in canine behaviour & training, run training 

classes and am taking my APDT assessment this summer – yikes!  

I now have a much better understanding of why Mina behaved (and occasionally still 
behaves) the way she does (mainly through fear) and a greater understanding of what 
drives my other two dogs’ behaviour. I think one of the greatest things we can have as 
dog owners and trainers is empathy – and your post hit that nail on the head (so to 
speak). So many people with ‘problem’ dogs are embarrassed and ashamed of their 
dogs’ behaviour …today, I met one such person on my dog walk – they had a small 
terrier that reacted with lots of barking and lunging when he saw me and my 3 
greyhounds approaching. The owner kept apologising profusely and as my dogs were 
calm (even Mina), all I could say to him was “don’t worry, you’ve nothing to 
apologise for.” 
Thanks for sharing the article. 

Reply 

23. Jo says: 

15/05/2012 at 16:27 Edit 

What a great article, thank you. I’ve never heard anyone put it that way. I have a 
rescue Jack Russell and he still has issues with people and other dogs and he has 
separation anxiety. He was my first dog so it’s likely I’ve made a few mistakes along 
the way but we’ve tried numerous approaches to fix his behaviour and continue to try, 
but it feels like certain problems will be with us forever. 

I too have felt the guilt when people make the statement ‘only bad owners’ but this 
post has definitely made me see it in a different light. Thank you. 



Reply 

24. Lauren says: 

15/05/2012 at 19:07 Edit 

Thanks for this article! I loved reading all the comments and finding out I am not 
alone! I rescued a lab/pit mix about a year ago. I had grown up in a family that buys 
pure bred goldies and doxies and they get treated like furry children. I had no idea 
what I was getting myself in for when I adopted Apollo! He was TERRIFIED of men 
and anytime I was away from him he would Lose it! He went through a fence, broke 
out of two metal crates, and then learned how to clear 6 foot fences anytime I went to 
work. Thank god I was working for an amazing professor who let me bring him into 
work for the first several months as we worked things out (he is a total sweetheart as 
long as he can see me). I remember coming home to destroyed property and crying 
my eyes out. The process of getting him to feel safe with me gone took MONTHS and 
was very stressful and I received no support from my family who had never had a dog 
with the fears Apollo had. I felt like I was failing as a dog owner and had no idea 
why. 
I felt horrible that I couldn’t make my dog happy but I realized that he had gone 
through a rough first couple years of life and getting him to feel safe would take time. 
Now he does very well alone while I am at work and he adores my new boyfriend and 
now he trusts others to pet him and feels comfy enough to play with other dogs. 
I am so happy I didn’t listen when people told me to give him back or I needed to 
“smack him when he acts up”. I saw that he was just as scared and stressed as I was at 
the situation. I hope more dog owners with reactive and fearful dogs see this article. 

Reply 

25. Louise Downing says: 

15/05/2012 at 21:45 Edit 

Hi Janet 

Fantastic article, thank you!! 

My challenging dogs have led me on a path I would never have trodden if they had 
have been “perfect”. I have met so many people on that journey, some of whom have 
hindered or criticised but most who have helped me give my dogs the chance of an 
interesting and rewarding life. 



My first rescue Belgian Shepherd Dog, Shannan set many wheels in motion for others 
too. . . Briefly, in a bid to find an outlet for her, I started private agility sessions taking 
along my dog club training partner, Gary and his dog, Widget. Gary was from a strict 
obedience background, and so this was a whole new ball game for us both. To cut a 
long story short …. Gary eventually set up his own agility training club, competes to a 
high standard himself, many of our general obedience clients have also started agility, 
compete, camp and have made new friends …… This is all because I had the most 
beautiful girl who needed something to do to use her brain in a safe environment. This 
is a dog who had been so badly damaged by her former owner she was deemed 
dangerous and I was told by two vets and three different trainers that at the age of four 
she should be destroyed. I sadly lost her a couple of years ago to bone cancer, she was 
eleven, and still missed so much!! She was never perfect, but she had a good life. 

My second rescue BSD came from a breeder and had spent most of her first two years 
in a covered crate. She is still terrified of the dark, shadows, lights going on and off, 
noises …… the list goes on. I have to remember how far we have come with this 
beautiful girl, because sometimes I feel I have failed her when she struggles to 
struggle with a situation. 

But I also have a three year old BSD who I have had since he was 14 weeks old. . . He 
pushes me to the limits and I honestly take his “failures” as a personal hit to my 
confidence. He is an amazing dog and so sweet in many ways, but if he gets the 
chance he rushes up to other dogs and he looks scary – even though he isn’t!! 

I am a dog trainer! – And my own dog does not respect me ….. yep I feel like a fraud. 
I have helped so many people with the problems they are having!! – Why cannot I 
sort my own??!!! 

It is articles like yours that makes me stop and look at the positives we have achieved 
instead of the areas we are still working on!! 

I tell my clients – it is the good, caring owners who beat themselves up emotionally if 
their dog gets into a scrape, so I should listen to what I preach – but it’s not always so 
easy is it??!! 

I feel my experiences help me relate to so many of my clients who feel like they are 
alone when conventional dog clubs exclude or refuse them, have abuse from people 



and dogs when they are out and are just fighting to give their dogs a good and happy 
life….. 

If all dogs were “perfect” life would be so boring – people are far from perfect, so 
why should we expect our pets to be anything else? 

Louise xxx 

Reply 

26. Dorothy @ cheekypup says: 

16/05/2012 at 07:17 Edit 

I agree with you completely. Why punish Amanda owner who is doing the best they 
can, we wouldn’t dream of punishing/blaming the dog and should extend that 
compassion to owners too. 

Reply 

27. Bernadette says: 

29/05/2012 at 23:22 Edit 

So love this! When people blame their dog (for not following a direction) I do say 
“handler error”, but that isn’t the same. I am so excited that you are coming to France 
– booking my place right now!! 

Reply 

28. Rae Hughes says: 

01/06/2012 at 07:14 Edit 

Hi 

I have just found your blog. Thanks SO MUCH for this. I have two full sister BCs – 
just separated by 5 years. My older girl is 5 years and is a “Hail well met good fellow, 
please throw a stick” – if she doesnt go to a person, I dont either :). Her full sister 
(now 7 months ago) is the complete opposite. I feel like such a klutz with her – she is 
1/2 the size and 100000% more timid. I am so rapt when she improves a little – but 
my trainer (who is very correct and is not corrective) does cast a little “oh well” n the 



little improvements. My little girl went to her first competition show for a start (no 
stays as she isnt ready) and she was leading after the heel/recall/retrieve – and I got 
derision as I wouldnt put her into the stays! SO THANKS 

Reply 

29. Michelle says: 

07/06/2012 at 23:44 Edit 

Thank you so much for this post. In addition to all the people (dog parents or not) 
who judge me and my dog, I get so frustrated when I read material by behaviorists 
who I usually admire, like Dr. Ian Dunbar, who writes that any issue can be overcome 
with socialization and training. I want to shout at the book or computer “Not 
Necessarily! Try living with MY dog!” 
I found myself with an exceedingly fear reactive dog, whom I’ve had since she was 7 
weeks and was challenging by four months of age. I have decades of experience with 
dogs, from raising & training my own, to helping “Puppy Raise” 12 consecutive 
Guide Dogs in training, to my career of the last 12 years, owing and operating a small 
dog daycare facility – I consider myself a person who knows their way around dog 
behavior. I’ve had challenging dogs in the past, but this dog was the biggest handful 
I’d faced, and she was mine to deal with. Yikes. 
Our trainer, who had known her since Star Puppy Class, also saw her develop into a 
dog with intense secondary fear reactions. I learned from her what an impact birth 
order and litter size is (in addition to genetic influences)! Hearing her tell me I’d done 
nothing wrong was gratifying. I stayed with my trainer and pursued K9 Nose Work 
for my dog, which she is good at and enjoys. She is even able to compete, although I 
still have to ask the judges not to make eye contact with her : ) 
She will never “get over” these issues; and there are many days when I feel so burnt 
out on management and wish she were someone else. However, I have learned far 
more from this dog than I would from a ‘normal’ one. 

Reply 

30. Pam says: 

18/01/2015 at 20:03 Edit 

I too had a dog destroyed due to unpredictable aggression, then I had an easy dog and 
now have another dog who is challenging to say the least. He is a clingy, nervous, 
reactive young boy and I have been feeling really guilty that he is my second dog to 



“go wrong”. I have been feeling that I must be a bad owner/trainer so it is refreshing 
to read this article. Having watched the advent calendar videos I also feel more 
confident that I do not have to do what other people say I “should” do. I have had so 
many people tell me to “be firm”, use water sprays, rattle cans, shout at him, pin him 
down etc. I am looking forward to finding out more about alternative ways of 
teaching him to deal with things and helping him to become a happier dog – even if it 
doesn’t fit with the norm. 

	  


